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&bar, the Great Mogul, 192-1605. By Vincent A. Smith. 
16s. Oxford: 504 pp. Clarendon Press. 1917. 

Mr. Vincent Smith is a writer of high authority on Indian History, 
and his latest work is fully worthy of his reputation. The materials 
for the life of Akbar are unusually copious, being the works both of 
Eastern statesmen and chroniclers and of Western travellers and 
missionaries; Mr. Smith has gone through all this material, and 
selected what he deems important; out of this he has constructed his 
presentation of Akbar, which is certainly vivid and sharply outlined. 

Whoever tries to  write the life of an Oriental despot is likely to  
find that ordinary notions of morality have to be abandoned; so Mr. 
Smith points out that “the usage of the times sanctioned the removal 
of inconvenient opponents by irregular methods”; “if surprise should 
be felt that  a man so great and in many respects so good as Akbar 
should have demeaned himself by the commission of an act of base 
personal treachery, such surprise would indicate imperfect acquaint- 
ance with the prevailing practice of statecraft in India and elsewhere ”; 
“while we deplore and condemn certain of his actions, we cannot but 
marvel at the commanding force of character which guaranteed him 
impunity.” Though Mr. Smith speaks of a time in Akbar’s life when 
his conscience had not been aroused, and another time when his per- 
sonal ascendancy was so hmly  established that he could venture to  do 
some outrageous actions, it is not easy to find any time in his life 
wherein his conscience gave him much trouble, or his personal ascend- 
ancy was insufficient to admit of his perpetrating outrages. Still it 
may be admitted that his capacity as a general and an administrator 
render his performances in this line less conspicuous than they are in 
the case of despots who display no such ability. 

Great interest attachse to  Akbar’s attempt to found a new religion. 
Mr. Smith‘s account of it is doubtless accurate: “The truth is that 
Akbar’s pretended religion consisted essentially in the assertion of his 
personal supremacy over things spiritual as well as things temporal.” 
The idea was suggested to him by one Shaikh Mubarak; and it is 
noticeable that the Ottoman Sultan Mahmud I (1731-1754) had a 
similar suggestion made to him by the “Pasha of Cairo, Ali b. Ab- 
dallah,” who held that an Ottoman Sultan ought to be able to do a t  
least as much as had been done by the founders of Christianity and 
Islam, and that the total abolition of Islam was a crying necessity. 
The Ottoman Sultan did not accept this suggestion; Akbar went so 
far as to persecute Islam, while professing to introduce general tolera- 
tion. He appears to have been far less successful in his experiment as 
the founder of a religious system than numerous reformers or oppo- 
nents of Islam, whose sects maintained themselves for a t  any rate 
some centuries. 

Not a few of Mr. Smith’s judgments will occasion surprise, but the 
reviewer by no means suggests that they are mistaken. Who, e.g., 
according to him was the greatest Indian of Akbar’s age? It is a poet 
named Tulsi Das, whose name “will not be found in the pages of any 
Muslim annalist or in the books by European authors based on the 
narratives of the Persian historians.” It must be noted as strange 
that Mr. Smith after pronouncing this judgment disclaims anything 
like profound acquaintance with Tulsi Dads masterpiece; “my 
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acquaintance with the original is extremely slight.” This circum- 
stance reduces the e f f d  of the compliment, for if the judgment is 
based on the English translation by Growse, we have to set against 
it the fact that this translation appears to have attracted very little 
attention. To the library collected by Akbar ‘‘probably no parallel 
then existed or ever has existed in the world.” “Nothing like Fath- 
pur-Sikri ever was created before or can be created again.” “Nothing 
at all resembling such a work as the Ain-i Akbari was ever compiled 
in Asia, unless, perhaps, in China.” Are these sober statements of 
fact, or has the Oriental hyperbole somehow affected the style? 

One hesitates to decide in favour of the latter alternative, not only 
on account of the conscientious research which this book displays, 
but because of the evident fairmindedness of the author. As a retired 
I. C. S. he might be expected to compare the state of India under 
British rule favourably with its condition under Akbar; his con- 
clusions exhibit little enthusiasm. “I doubt if the cultivators were 
better off three centuries ago than they are now, a d  it is possible 
that they may have been less prosperous.” “Whether the urban 
population of the more important cities was better off on the whole 
than the townspeople of the twentieth century are it is hard to say. 
I am not able to express any definite opinion on the subject.” If 
neither townsfolk nor countryfolk are decidedly the better for British 
rule, its blessings cannot be so great as we are apt to fancy. 

It is to be hoped that the war, which has hit the publishing business 
with special severity, will not prevent this most valuable addition to 
the literature on India from being widely circulated. 

D. S. MARQOLIOTE. 

Egyptian Colloquial Arabic, a conversation grammar. By W. H. 
T. Gairdner, B. A. Oxon.; Church Missionary Society, Egypt; 
Superintendent of Arabic Studies at the Cairo Study Centre, 
assisted by Sheikh Kurayyim Salhm. Cambridge: W. Hefer & 
Sons Ltd. 1917. 12s. 6d. xiv+300 pp. 

The study of modem spoken Arabic has a twofold interest: one 
that is philological or theoretical and another that is linguistic or 
practical. The former is concerned with an understanding of the 
materials; the latter with a mastery of them; yet each, of courses 
involves something of the other. It is the linguistic or practical 
interest which is chiefly felt by those who are studying for missionary 
service. 

The number of different dialects is very large; and few of them have 
been treated. There is, e.g., nothing practically on the very importarlt 
dialects of the Lebanon, and nothing adequate on that of Beirut; 
while the Barbary coast and notably the city of Cairo, from their 
early and great importance, have received more than their share of 
attention. It is the dialect of the last mentioned, in fact, which 
almost of necessity has to be studied by everyone seriously interested 
in the general subject of modem spoken Arabic, whatever his ulti- 
mate aim; not only bemuse of its greater accessibility, but also be- 
cause of its wide diffusion and increasing importance. 


